Cetuximab in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis.
Members of the epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) family and their associated ligands are commonly expressed by synovial cells, and may be involved in the synovial hyperplasia seen in rheumatoid arthritis and its disease progression. This family of receptors is also expressed in cancer cells, and EGFR targeted therapy is now a mainstay of anticancer therapy. Cetuximab (Erbitux) is a monoclonal antibody directed against the EGFR extracellular receptor that has received Food and Drug Administration approval for the treatment of colorectal cancer as well as head and neck cancer. We report a case of a 61-year-old woman with an extensive history of rheumatoid arthritis requiring multiple therapies, who experienced a surprising remission of her disease and its symptoms while being treated with cetuximab for her head and neck cancer. The case as well as possible mechanisms of action are discussed. Further clinical investigations are clearly warranted.